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About symbolic-mathematics and the center
of circle of the part of “ Symbolic-mathematics’
in Mengxi Bitan
—— Discussing destiny and symbolic-
mathematics of Shen Gua

Lai Hsi-san’

Abstract

This article want to discuss the book of Mengxi Bitan which was writted
by older Shen Gua who was a man of liberal intellect on North-Song dynasty.
In order to disclose his asserts about destiny and Symbolic-mathematics, | will
select and analyze the part of “ Symbolic-mathematics”.

After interpretation,| come to the conclusions basically: Shen Gua gave a
affirmation to the Symbolic-mathematics,especially when people wanted to
calculate something on technology.But there is a limited application,especially
facing the category of destiny.For Shen Gua ,the most important thing on
prophecy is a mystical intuition.Destiny can not be calculated, but it can be
intuited by a man of insight.Fianally, Shen Gua did not rely and believe destiny
totally because he gained the wise heritage from Confucianism,Buddhism and
Taoism.

Keywords: Shen Gua, Mengxi Bitan, Symbolic-mathematics, prophecy, the

center of circle
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