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Qilun (Material Force Theories) and
Modern Transform of Confucianism -
A Comparative Research on
Pre-modern Sino-Japanese Thoughts

Jin Guan-tao' Liu Qing-feng"

Abstract

Song-Ming Lixue (a Confucian School of the Song and Ming Dynasties,
also known as Neo-Confucianism) was the official ideology of in both China
and Japan during the Seventeenth Century. However why was there such a
great difference between Chinese and Japanese political thoughts during the
modern transform? This essay compares the different ways of trans-
construction of Neo-Confucianism in both countries, aiming to show that
before the Western cultural influence, they had developed different political
cultures and it is the main reason that the acceptances and reconstructions of
modern western political thoughts landed in totally different tracks.

To replace the Li-Qi-dualism (Principle-Material Force Dualism) of
Neo-Confucianism with Qi-monism (Material Force-monism), one of the
unavoidable consequences was the idea world, which decided by the
rank-ordered morality, would become a realist world. There was not an
intergrated system, which the private and public spheres were involved in
Japan, neither existed the culture of “realist world constructs the idea world as
China had. In Japan, Qilun’s impact towards Neo-Confucianism caused the
spilt of politics and morality, making the Confucian ethics fall into the private

sphere and the emperor became the symbol of the nation, which had nothing to
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do with instrumentalism. Thus the Meiji Restoration Era placed a good ground
for Japanese to develop its modernity in full speed. In China, bounded by her
deep-rooted cultural structure, Qilun’s impact reconstructed the political
ideology.

This essay analyzed the four typical Qilun attacks and how Confucianism
dealt with each of them. The four Qilun were raised by Huang Zongxi, Wang
Chuanshan, Dai Zhen and Liu Zongzhou. This essay also proved that these four
Qilun served as the base for accepting foreign concepts to develop modern
political thoughts. For examples, Huang’s Qilun as the folk resources of
constitutional monarchy; Wang’s Qilun was similar to the dialectical materialism
which was popular after the May Fourth Movement; Dai’s Qilan was the start of
individualism and later developed to the Chinese version of liberalism; Liu’s
self-restrain had the same structure as Mao Zedong’s “criticizing the capitalists”
self-restrain movement. The most important thing is after Mao’s ideas were
overthrown, Qilun still laid on Chinese’s sub-consciousness and it serves as the
cultural base of the Qigong-mania nowadays.

This essay aims to prove that even modernity is a concept from the west,
which is supposed to be global and universal, but different cultures process
rationalism and ultimate concern in their own ways and therefore multiple-
modernity exists and Qilun is the source of Confucian civilized modernity in
East-Asia.

KeyWords:Modern Transform of Confucianism, Comparative Research on
Pre-modern Sino-Japanese Thoughts, Material Force Theories,

Modernity
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