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The Life and Death of Chinese Classical Literature

Written by KAWALI Kozo, Translated by Hsieh Chia-wen

Abstract

Chinese classical literature is now faced with four levels of adversity.
First, in the field of liberal arts, the humanities are falling out of favor
compared with social sciences. Second, in the scope of the humanities,
literature has been losing ground and declining in comparison with history
and philosophy. Moreover, within the field of literature, oriental literature
is less popular than western literature. Last, as far as Oriental literature is
concerned, classical literature is not valued as much as modern literature.
It is thus evident that Chinese classical literature is in the adversity of
declination no matter how it is categorized.

The declination of literature indicates the decomposition of the culture
that sustains it. As a result, readers find it difficult to integrate into the
world created by the author, nor do they find the world meaningful. For
instance, the story of Li Si could strike a chord, while nowadays, he is hard
to be identified with. Another example is that the story of Guan Zhong
and Bao Shu-Ya, which used to be a much-told tale and regarded as a
model of ideal friendship, can’t be realized now. I believe that as long as
language continues to be used and treated with deep affections, literature

will never disappear. We are living in a time when literature changes
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drastically. The inheritance and development of literary texts suggest the
inter relationship of the text and its readers. Readers interpret the literary
work through personal experiences and endow it with new meanings.
Thus, with its intense power, Chinese literary classics live and last until

today.

Key word : four levels of adversity, Chinese classical literature, the declination

of literature, the possibilities of literature
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