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The Mythical Jade and the Origin of Civilization

Ye Shu-xian

Abstract

The paper focus on the relationship between the mythical jade and the
origin of civilization. Based on the study of jade myths of Sumer, Egypt
and China, we could find the ideological motivation which leads the people
in prehistory went into the birth of civilization. The paper analyses the
mythical jade as an kind of the divine object of ancient fetishism, how
develop the early economic and religious ideas, and push forward the
earliest international trade and cultural exchange which both impact the

birth of city and Bronze Age.
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