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On the Folklore Approach of Mythology Study

Tian Zhao-yuan

Abstract

The folklore study approach of mythology has been well explored by
Chinese scholars both theoretically and practically. Mr Xie Liuyi, Mr Yang
Kun and Mr Yuan Ke elucidated the theories while Mr Gu Jiegang and Mr Wen
Yiduo practically studied the myths from the view of Folklore. The folklore
study of the Mythology focuses on the complete composite form of the myths,
and the folk behaviours are regarded as the extensions and manifestations of
the myths. The folklore view of Mythology study can expand the space of
Mythology study from the perspectives of material acquisition through
fieldwork, text structure analysis, discus of its occurrence and evolution, and

the reveal of its function.

Key word : Mythology, Folklore, Composite structure , Folk behaviours

* Professor of the Institute of Anthropology and Folklore at East China Normal University.
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