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A Study of the Ancestral Temple Number
in the Late Western Han Dynasty

Chang Shu-hao

Abstract

This article analyzes the theory of the system of the ancestral temple
number of Zheng-Xuan (Bf2) and Wang-Su (T &) from the palace
memorials in Han-Shu (#£3). We know Wang-Su’s hypothesis of Nine
Ancestral Temples follows Liu-xin’s (2 #) etiquette learning, and
Zheng-Xuan’s hypothesis of Seven Ancestral Temples follows
Wei-Xuan-Cheng’s (& % k) and Liu-xin’s etiquette learnings. The
article reveals the cause of the arguments between Zheng-Xuan and
Wang-Su is that we cannot determine which one is right or wrong in the
academic background of Han Dynasty. However, Liu-xin finds a new
research method in order to fill the vacancies of the emporers’ etiquette.
On the contrary, his behavior provokes the etiquette argument and the

cleavage in Confucian classics.
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