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A Study on the “Wuxing Zhi” of Xu Hanshu

Huang Chi-shu

Abstract

The “Wuxing Zhi” of Xu Hanshu is the most important document about
the anomaly (zaiyi) theories of eastern Han dynasty after the “Wuxing Zhi” of
Hanshu. This article focuses on the editers of the “Wuxing Zhi” of Xu Hanshu
and compares their edition style between the two “Wuxing Zhi”.

Sima Biao (the author of the Xu Hanshu) said the main editors of the
“Wuxing Zhi” were only Ying Shao, Dong Ba, Qiao Zhou. But he also
accepted the Cai Yong’s ideas. Ying Shao’s article was written early, but it was
not the most important opinions in the “Wuxing Zhi”.

There are two differences between the two “Wuxing Zhi”. First, Xu
Hanshu also used the wuxing style but mixed the wuxing and the wushi. It
also changed the category about comets and meteorites. Second, Xu Hanshu
did not quote the document source clearly like Hanshu and did not supplement

the lost record about anomalies (zaiyi).

Key word : Hanshu, Xu hanshu, wuxing (five elements), zaiyi (anomalies), Ying
Shao

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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