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Li Daoping’s Theories on Dang and Ying of Yao-wei
in Zhouyi Jijie Zuanshu

Chen Bo-Kuo

Abstract

Zhouyi Jijie by Li Dingzuo is the main literature of Hanyi and provides the best
way to grasp the main ideas of it. The yin yao and yang yao of I-diagrams and their
yao-wei (the position of component lines) are important elements of symbols and
images, especially in terms of Dang and Ying. Li Daoping developed rich and
diverse theories on Dang and Ying, which could no longer be covered by the
content of I-zhuan or theories of any philosophers in Han or Wei Dynasty. Li
proposed that Dang and Ying usually manifest at the same time and put emphasis
on the concept of Zheng-Ying. In addition to regular Dang and Ying, he explored
special Dang and Ying. By using dynamic and active yao-bian methods, including
Zheng, and Sheng-Jiang , Li aimed to make yao-wei return to proper Dang and
Ying, which suggested that he, like Yu-fan, longed for the idealism and stability of
Jiji-gua. Li held a negative attitude towards bu-yi-zhi-Ying (non-rightous Ying) ,
demonstrating his high value on virtue, harmony and order. Despite the strengths of
his theories, Li sometimes contradicted himself in the applications of his theories on

special Dang and Ying, which showed the limitations of his theories.

Key words: Li Daoping; Zhouyi Jijie Zuanshu; yao-wei; Zheng-Ying;
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