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Diversity of Japanese Confucianism

Motohiro TAKASHIMA, Chang Ko-chia

Abstract

The thesis of this paper is as follows. Viewed from a comparative ideological
perspective, the respective brands of Confucianism in China, the Korean Peninsula,
and of course, Japan share a resemblance because they are all forms of Confucianism.
However, it would be problematic to put them under the same rubric, treating them as
one entity. It is due to family institution and ancestor worship ( Sozoku, or patrilineal
descent group ). In the discussions of the Japanese school of Confucianism, Shushigaku,
it manifests itself in the permission for adopting someone of a different surname and
the prohibition of marriage between those of the same surname. But the study of
Confucianism in Japan is pursued with hardly any tribute to these issues. Moreover, the
differences between Shushigaku and its offshoot, Yomeigaku, go largely unrecognized.
This paper shall give an account of how Japanese Confucianism developed in its
ideological diversity by paying special attention to the diversity of the concrete forms
and of the supporting social classes. Although the paper represents but a portion of the
discourse regarding Japanese Confucianism and Japanese Shushigaku, 1 plan to present

a more thoroughly researched draft at a later date.
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