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Analysis of the Song Scholars’ Discourses  
on the Genealogy of the Sages 

-- An Exploration of the Origin of Zhu Xi’s 
Viewpoint on the Succession of the Way (daotong) 

Chen Feng-yuan�

Abstract�

According to scholars of the Northern Song Dynasty, through its passage 
from Yao, Shun, Yu, and Tang to Confucius, Zengzi, Zisi, and Mencius, the 
genealogy of sages  transformed from politics into Confucianism and then 
evolved further to mental character. In the process of transformation, the 
underlying meaning of Confucianism was finally confirmed. Zhu Xi used the 
Succession of the Way (daotong) to consolidate the system of the Four Books, 
while also applying Cheng Yi and Cheng Hao’s great learning to mold the 
achievements of Confucianism in the Song Dynasty. A reappraisal of the the 
development of Confucian thought since the Northern Song requires an 
investigation of the sequence of ideas inherited by Zhu Xi. The “Succession of 
the Way” is not a new term, nor is it a blending of various concepts. In fact, it is 
the accumulation of many scholars’ research and practice of Confucianism, in 
the areas of politics as well as mental character, which could be used to 
reconstruct the historical viewpoint of Confucianism. Zhu Xi used the 
Succession of the Way, which had undergone a synthetic process of 
development and was full of emotive force, to declare the genealogy of the 
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sages. In this paper, I will investigate the background of the Succession of the 
Way extensively in order to thoroughly explain Zhu Xi’s discourse. 

Key words: Confucianism, The Four Books, Zhu Xi, The Succession to the Way 

(daotong), mental character 
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