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The Profile of Those who Bungled the Nation 
—the Planning and Strategies of the Xie Family 

in Eastern Jin Dynasty for Using Qingtan 
to Lead the Family Reputation up the Ladder 

Liu Hao-yang*

Abstract

Qingtan” is a unique cultural phenomenon of the Wei-Jin period. It is not 

only an academic activity but also a social activity. However, present researches on 

Qingtan are unfolded from the perspectives of political history and academic history, 

instead of social observations, to investigate the influences of Qingtan on the social 

contact of Wei-Jin scholars. Based on the above, this study used the example of the 

Xie family thrived in Chen Commandery during Eastern Jin Dynasty to describe the 

series of elaborate planning and strategies that this rich and powerful family of high 

representativeness in the history of Qingtan used to win its reputation progressively 

through participating in the Qingtan activities prevalent in social circles at that time, 

obtain official positions by using its reputation under the unique talent selection 

system of family monopolized society, perform deeds of merit by using its official 

positions, and eventually raise its family reputation by resorting to its exploits. In 

this study, the endlessly controversial issue of “pure theories and talks without 

action will get the nation into trouble” was re-examined by investigating this kind 

of social phenomena in which Qingtan is used to increase the social status of 

families. In addition, the study indicated that Qingtan bungled the nation mainly 

because the social nature of Qingtan was deeply entangled with scholars’ access to 

official positions. 
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