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The Spiritual Travel in Chinese Literature:  
the Imagined Landscape 

Yeh Kuo-liang�

Abstract

The paper introduces the spiritual travel writing as a category in Chinese 
literature and its characteristics. Similarities and differences between spiritual 
travel literature and fantasized travel literature are discussed. The paper further 
analyzes how to perceive spiritual travel literature from reader’s angle. 

Travel literature, spiritual travel writing, and fantasized travel writing share 
an early origin and produce their own offspring, which offers the context for us, 
when reading these works, to inquire, interpret, and finally connect them to the 
history of literature. 
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imagination
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