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From Mediocre Short Story to Famous Play  
Tang Xianzu’s Transformation of  

The Peony Pavilion from Fiction to Play 

Guo Ying-de* 

Abstract 

The real source of Tang Xianzu’s The Peony Pavilion is a literary 

language tale named The Story of Du Liniang. The Peony Pavilion goes on 

the plots and structures of the story, but gives the transformation in writing 

by ingenious use of decreasting, increaseing, fabricating, and irony. In the 

paragraph of “the love in the dream”, The Peony Pavilion renewed Du’s 

exist circumstance and described the process of Du’s spiritual awakenig 

more exhaustively. In the paragraph of “the love between man and ghost”, 

The Peony Pavilion emphasized the marriage of Liu Mengmei and Du 

Liniang gone by destiny, further more emerged the process of Du Liniang 

pursuing love and achieving marriage consciously, initiatively and actively. 

In the paragraph of “the love in the world”, The Peony Pavilion wholly 

rewrote the original plots, rebuild the reunion end of the marriage of Liu 

and Du and lively described the success of Du’s love ideal about “be 

faithful to a husband till death”. The play fully spread the antagonism 

between the cult of emotions and the society, the individual consciousness 

and the cultural tradition. 

Key word : Tang Xianzu, The Peony Pavilion, transformation, cult of emotions, 

individual consciousness 
                                                   
* Professor, Department of Chinese of Beijing Normal University. 
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1 Xu Shuofang Tang Xianzu nianpu [Beijing]

[Zhonghua shuju] 1958 222 Huo Jianyu
“Mudanting chengshu niandai xinkao” Mudanting

16 1588 Wenxue yichan
2010 4 2010 7 15 77-85  

2 Shen Defu Wanli yehuo bian [Beijing]
[Wenhua yishu chubanshe] 1998 25 “Ci qu” 68  

3 Tang Xianzu “Mudantingji tici” Tang Xianzu
Xu Shuofang Tang Xianzu quanji [Beijing]

[Beijing guji chubanshe] 1999 33 1153  
4 Fayuan zhulin Daoshi Daoshi

Han Xuanhun Datang neidian lu Fayuan 
zhulin Xuanyun Chen Yuzhen
Daoshi yu“Fayuan zhulin” Zhonghua foxue yanjiusuo
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Zhonghua foxue xuebao 5 [Taipei] [Zhonghua foxue 

yanjiusuo] 1992 233-262  
5 Youming lu Nanchaosong Liu Yiqing 403-444

Lu xun 1981-1936 Guxiaoshuo gouchen
Lu Xun xiansheng jinian weiyuanhui

Lu xun quanji [Beijing] [Renmin wenxue chubanshe] 1973
8  

6 Lieyi zhuan Cao Pi 187-226 Lu Xun
Guxiaoshuo gouchen Lu Xun 

xiansheng jinian weiyuanhui Luxun quanji [Beijing]
[Renmin wenxue chubanshe] 1973 8  

7 Liu Hui Mudanting “Duliniang 
ji” Duliniang muse huanhun Mudanting

Liu Hui
“Ticai neirong de danxiang xishou yu shuangxiang jiaorong Zhongguo 

xiaoshuo yu xiqu bijiao yanjiu zhi er” Yishu baijia 1988 3
Zhongguo gudai xiaoshuo baike 

quanshu [Beijing] [Zhongguo dabaike quanshu 
chubanshe] 1998 71 Xiang zhizhu
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“Mudanting lanben wenti kaobian” Wenyi yanjiu 2007

3 2007 3 72-78  
8 Bejing tushuguan guji chubanshe bianjizu

Bejing tushuguan guji zhengben congkan [Beijing]
[Beijing tushuguan chubanshe] 2000 46-48  

9 Hushi cuibian Youlan cuibian
Xieshi cuibian Cunzha cuibian Yuwen cuibian

21 1593 Bijia cuibian 22
1594 Zhao Yongxian 1535-1596 Zhao dingyu shumu

[Shanghai] [Shanghai guji chubanshe] 2005
Bijia cuibian Youlan cuibian Yuwen 

cuibian Xieshi cuibian 193 24 1596
Bijia cuibian  

10 Yanju biji
Lin Jinyang He Dalun Yu Gongren Yanju 

biji Shanghai guji chubanshe Guben xiaoshuo 
jicheng [Shanghai] [Shanghai guji chubanshe] 1995  
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11 Bai Xianyong Lin Jiaohong

Chaziyanhong mudanting Sibainian qingchun zhi meng [Guilin]
[Guangxi shifan daxue chubanshe] 2004  
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12 Mudanting Tang Xianzu Wu Shuyin

Mudanting [Shenyang] [Liaoning jiaoyu 
chubanshe] 1997  
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152-1602  

15 

                                                   
13 Tang Xianzu “Mudanting ji tici” Tang Xianzu

Xu Shuofang Tang xianzu quanji 33 1153  
14 Tang Xianzu “Yihuangxian xishenqingyuanshimiao 

ji” Tang Xianzu Xu Shuofang Tang Xianzu 
quanji 34 1188  

15 Li Zhi “Tongxin shuo” Fen shu [Beijing]
[Zhonghua shuju] 1961 3 98  



9 

 

16

 

17

 

18  

 

                                                   
16 Tang Xianzu “Mudanting ji tici” Tang Xianzu

Xu Shuofang Tang Xianzu quanji 33 1153  
17 Du liniang ji Hushi cuibian

Bijia cuibian  
18 Shijing Guanju

Ban Zhao Nujie

Fan Ye Houhanshu [Beijing] [Zhonghua 
shuju] 1962 84 “Caoshishu qi zhuan” 2788  
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19 “Naoshang” “Luji”

“Mingpan” “Yinu”
“Hunyou”

 
20 Chen Peng Zhongguo hunyin shi gao [Beijing]

[Zhonghua shuju] 1990 16-20  
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21 Song Ruozhao Nu lunyu Yuan

Tao zongyi Ming Tao tingzhong Shuo fu Qing
Shuizhi 3 1646 Wanweishantang kanben 70

Shuo fu sanzhong [Shanghai] [Shanghai guji chubanshe]
1988 3291 Nu lunyu Song Ruozhao

Chen Wenhe Nu lunyu yanjiu
Taiwan Fengjia daxue zhongguo wenxue xi shuoshi lunwen 2006

57-78  
22 Wang Shifu Lumengzheng fengxue poyao ji

Wang Jisi Quanyuan xiqu [Beijing]
[Renmin wenxue chubanshe] 1990 2 359  

23 Zengguang xishi xianwen Qing Guilin 
Luochongyi tang Laozi 79

Chen Guying Laozi zhushi ji pingjie [Beijing]
[Zhonghua shuju] 1984 354  
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1539-1621

25

                                                   
24 Tang Xianzu “Mudantingji tici” Tang Xianzu

Xu Shuofang Tang Xianzu quanji 33 1153  
25 Chen Jiru “Mudanting tici” Xu Fuming

Mudanting yanjiu ziliao kaoshi [Shanghai]
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1574-1646
26

 

 

                                                                                                                             
[Shanghai guji chubanshe] 1987 42  

26 Wang Siren “Pidian Yumingtang Mudanting ci xu”
Qinhuige pidian Mudanting huanhunji Ming

Tianqi 3 1623 Kuaiji Zhang hongyi  
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27 Wu Ren Qian Yi “Huanhunji huowen” Chen Tong

Tan Ze Qian Yi Wuwushan sanfu 
heping Mudanting huanhunji Qing Kangxi 33 1694 Mengyuan
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28 Zhou Yingxiong “Nannu 

yu qinzi de xinli guanxi Duzhan huakui de shenceng yiyi” Lukaqi

Bijiao wenxue yu xiaoshuo quanshi
[Beijing] [Beijing daxue chubanshe] 1990 103-120  
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29 Liji Hunyi Zheng Xuan Kong Yingda

Liji Zhengyi 61 Shisanjing zhushu [Beijing]
[Zhonghua shuju] 1980 1681  

30 “Maoshi xu” Kong Yingda Maoshi zhushu 1
Shisanjing zhushu 272  
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32 

                                                   
31 Hong Sheng “Changsheng dian Liyan” Changsheng 

dian Guben xiqu congkan bianweihui
Guben xiqu congkan wuji [Shanghai] [Shanghai guji chubanshe]

1986 Qing Kangxi Biqi caotang  
32 Hong Sheng Changsheng dian “Zhuan gai”  
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Bai Xianyong Lin Jiaohong

Chaziyanhong Mudanting Sibainian qingchun zhi 

meng Guilin Guangxi shifan daxue 

chubanshe 2004  

Li Zhi Fen shu Beijing Zhonghua shuju

1961  

Xu Shuofang Tang Xianzu nianpu Beijing

Zhonghua shuju 1958  

                                                   
33 Hong Sheng “Changsheng dian Zixu” Changsheng 

dian  
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Zhou Yingxiong Bijiao wenxue yu xiaoshuo 

quanshi Beijing Beijing daxue chubanshe

1990  

Hong Sheng Changsheng dian Qing Kangxi

Biqi caotang Guben xiqu 

congkan bianweihui Guben xiqu congkan wuji

Shanghai Shanghai guji chubanshe 1986  

Hu Wenhuan Hushi cuibian Ming Wanli

Hushi wenhuitang

Beijing tushuguan guji chuban bianjizu

Beijing tushuguan guji zhenben congkan Beijing

Beijing tushuguan chubanshe 2000  

Chen Tong Tan Ze Qian Yi

Wuwushan sanfu heping Mudanting huanhunji Qing

Kangxi 33 1694 Mengyuan  

Chen Peng Zhongguo hunyin shi gao Beijing

Zhonghua shuju 1990  

Tang Xianzu Xu Shuofang Tang Xianzu 

quanji Beijing Beijing guji chubanshe 1999  

Tang Xianzu Wu Shuyin Mudanting

Shenyang Liaoning jiaoyu chubanshe 1997  

 

Liu Hui

“Ticai neirong de danxiang xishou yu shuangxiang jiaorong

Zhongguo xiaoshuo yu xiqu bijiao yanjiu zhi er” Nanjing

Yishu baijia 3 1988  

Xiang Zhizhu “Mudanting lanben wenti 

kaobian” Beijing Wenyi yanjiu 3 2007  

 

 




