BAFXEH FHHH
2010 48 12 F241-266 B

BE -~ B NE
¥ RIE R AR BRI

AN

W OE

AN A 58 A ] RS o AT B G 2R 2 5 LT R QR
At R AL - SE TR L R DU (R & BRI 28 _EIVRT Stk ay T i -
B AREERE AT IVRE S i FOR B FSE I B - TP R N B A B
AP EANE T/ NEY) ) BUBKEE - TiE AL E S RH BRI AR SRR &
FIRHRERIANEE AL R BB (R e — Tt iy - 108 th 2 RS R
B SRR - ANSOREE i o A s OEERE R T AT I R U AR 23 £
A 38 T (8 B A A 5 o — T Bk B R KRR R AR SN AR R R R P Y
PIAE B B3 B e 2Ty -

FRsEEE - BACRT - M i ~ B2 e

2010/03/29 #% % > 2010/05/19 % % & @ > 2010/05/28 {5 3T st o
" BN EBRATRARKFEXYARFEAALE -



242 BRFXEHR FHHH

Desire, Metonymy, and Objet petit a:
Postmodern Rhetoric and Cultural Politics
in Contemporary Chinese Poetry

Yang Xiao-bin

Abstract

This essay examines the rhetorical transformation of recent Chinese
poetry in both Taiwan and mainland China since the 1990s, in the light of
Lacanian theory of the deconstruction of the Symbolic. The poetic language
that displays losses in symbolic expression triggers desire — a desire destined
to be impeded, and thus a desire for impediment, according to Zizek — towards
the objet petit a, the unsymbolizable remnant from the Real. Lacan regards
desire as a metonymy, which, as this essay demonstrates, is the fundamental
rhetorical characteristic of Chinese poetry today. By analyzing the metonymic
expressions in contemporary Chinese poetry, this essay probes how a new
poetic expression challenges the mode of grand discourse, and reveals trauma

and jouissance under the Symbolic order.

Key word : contemporary Chinese poetry, Lacan, metonymy, desire, objet

petit a

" Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy in Academia
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