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On the Ancient Taiji Diagram of Ming Dynasty

Zhang Ke-bin

Abstract

The Ancient Taiji Diagram, originally named Hetu of Heaven, Earth and
Nature, was often claimed by people in the Yuan (1271-1368) and Ming
(1368-1644) dynasties to have been obtained by Cai Yuanding (1135-1198)
when he came Sichuan. This claim is unverifiable and thus unconvincing. The
author of the diagram is hard to be proved today, but it can be confirmed that it
began to spread in the late Song (960-1279) and early Yuan dynasties and
received widespread attention and research during the Jiajing period of the
Ming Dynasty. It can be seen from the in-depth observation of study on the He
tu and Luo shu (Luo River Diagram) history of Yi scholarship that the diagram
emerged in the trend of interpreting and innovating the 7aiji Diagram after
Zhou Dunyi’s Taiji Diagram. It is a product of the continuous evolution and
comprehensive innovation of the diagram of eight trigrams’ positions of the
earlier heaven and the diagram of twelve waxing and waning hexagrams.

The theoretical purpose of this diagram is to respond to the question of
how ancient sages draw hexagrams, so its basic expression idea is from 7aiji to
yin-yang to the four images to the eight hexagrams. Among a large number of
scholars in the Ming Dynasty who discussed the Ancient Taiji Diagram, Zhang
Huang (1527-1608) pushed its ideological significance and theoretical value to
a new theoretical realm and historical height. This diagram can be seen as the
theoretical fruit of the development and evolution of the Book of Changes in the

Song and Ming dynasties, intuitively and exquisitely depicting the harmonious

* Professor, Center for Zhouyi and Ancient Chinese Philosophy, Shandong University.
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relationship between Taiji, yin-yang, four images, and eight hexagrams. In
revealing the waxing and waning, the mutual roots, the co-existence and the
transformation of yin and yang, there are indeed characteristics and advantages

that other Y7 diagrams do not possess.

Keywords: Study on the He tu and Luo shu (Luo River Diagram) of Yi scholarship,
He tu, Ancient Taiji Diagram, Diagram of the eight trigrams of the earlier

heaven, Waxing and waning of yin-yang
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