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A Discussion on Legal Texts and Related Issues
Regarding Yuelu Academy’s Collection
of Qin Bamboo Slips (Vol. 4, Slips 13-14)
Voluntary Surrender after the Escape
of Son or Servants

Wei Tzu-Te

Abstract

The Yuelu Academy's collection of Qin Bamboo Slips (Vol .4) included the
content of the Qin Dynasty’s “Laws of Escape.” Among them, Strips 13-14
mentioned cases where parents/masters accused their son/slaves of causing
harm, assault, and premeditated murder. If the accused son/slave surrendered
after the legal verdict had been reached, there was to be no reduction in punishment
according to the stipulation. Although this legal text was included in the “Laws
of Escape,” its criminal content involved acts of injury, murder, and accusations
by parents/masters against their son/slaves, thus it was also found in the “Laws
of Theft” and the “Laws of Accusation.” It was a combined legal provision
encompassing multiple charges.

In this article, the legal text was first dissected into two categories: accusing
son and accusing slaves, based on relevant legal texts from the Qin and Han
Dynasties. Variant texts on similar themes were compared, differences in
culpability across different periods were examined, and the relevant provisions
of such offenses in Qin laws were explored. The reasons behind the combination
of accusing son and accusing slaves into the same legal text were also discussed.

Furthermore, the errors and missing sections found in the text were thoroughly
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analyzed, taking into consideration the combination of legal provisions and the
structure of multiple layers, as outlined in Qin laws. The primary objective of
this analysis was to present the various conditional settings of the legal text,

with the aim of facilitating a correct understanding of it.

Keywords: Law of escape, Accusing the son of filial disobedience, Demand the
death penalty, Combined legal provision, Yuelu Academy’s Collection
of Qin Bamboo Slips (Vol. 4)
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