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On Zhang Yu-gu’s View
of Bi in Appreciation of Ancient Poems:
Zhang Yu-gu’s Inheritance and Evolution
of Shen De-qian’s Poetic Theory

Cheng Ting-yin

Abstract

Zhang Yu-gu pays great attention to the agility of Bi (comparison) with the
effect of emptiness in poetry. He has a general concern for the function of Bi in
the structure of poetry. In addition to the demonstration of effects of multiple
changes of Bi, he has a deep explanation of subtle parts of poetry and exhibits
an ethereal aesthetic tendency, showing that he is not just a surface-level critic.
Besides, Zhang pays attention to novel techniques and whimsical ideas in Bi.
By revealing writing techniques, he delicately presents the peculiar changes in
poems of peace and tranquility. Zhang’s comments on Gu-Qu in Bi not only are
lively in its simplicity and quaintness but also bring endless reverberation. The
reason why Appreciation of Ancient Poems provides more explanation for Bi
than for Xing (affective image) is because of the pursuit of literature and art,
and the consideration of teaching people how to write poetry.

From the perspective of the development of Bi, Zhang Yu-gu inherits Shen
De-qian’s gentleness but no longer closely connects Bi with traditional and implicit
techniques, which valued by Shen De-qian. Instead, he presents a flexible and

varied appearance of Bi. From Zhang Yu-gu’s concern for the artistry of poetry
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and his specific explanation of poems through poetry composition, we see the

advance of the poetics system of Ge-Diao School.

Keywords: Zhang Yu-gu, Appreciation of Ancient Poems, Bi (comparison), Shen

De-qgian, Source of Ancient Poems
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