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The Influence of Su Shi Culture
on the Poets of Nanshe Guangdong Branch

Lin Hsiang-ling and Kong Hiu-fai

Abstract

Nanshe is a modern society with complex members, but scholars mostly
focus on the poets of Nanshe from Jiangsu and Zhejiang, and pay less attention
to the members or branches of other provinces. Nanshe Guangdong Branch is
extremely regional, and its cultural position and aesthetic purport were quite
consistent and firm from the late Qing Dynasty to the early Republic of China,
and even led to the differentiation of Nanshe organization. “Su Shi” is a common
cultural symbol in the singing and chorus of poets in the Guangdong Branch. Su
Shi’s relegation to Lingnan had a far-reaching impact on local culture and
literature, resulting in the formation of the poetic style of Song-advocacy that
became popular in the middle of the Qing Dynasty in addition to the Lingnan
poetry tradition of advocating Tang poetry style and bold style, and it was in
this context that the Guangdong poets of Nanshe grew up. Therefore, it is
extremely necessary to locate the cultural position and aesthetic purport of
Guangdong poets in Nanshe and explore its influence by Su Shi.

This article delves into the intricate interplay between Guangdong geography
and the evolution of poetry through the lens of literary geography. It places
special emphasis on the literary landscape and the popular Su Shi birthday in
the middle of the Qing Dynasty, intricately linked to the renowned figure Su
Shi, thereby exemplifying the embodiment of Song-style culture. The primary
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objective is to gain a thorough understanding of the resolute pursuit of elegance
and the stance towards new literature exhibited by Guangdong poets. By bridging
the existing research gaps on Guangdong poets, this article not only enriches
scholarly discourse but also fosters a more holistic grasp of the poetic backdrop
within the modern Song-advocacy school. Simultaneously, it endeavors to
reshape the multifaceted nature of Nanshe poetry and the prevailing aesthetic

inclinations.

Keywords: Su Shi, Nanshe Guangdong Branch, literary landscape, Su Shi birthday
party, Song style culture
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